
Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 

 
 

19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 19, 2025 

 
Welcome to Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church! We greet one another as sisters and brothers in Christ and welcome 
all who are visiting. We are delighted that you are here to worship and encourage you to sign our guest book in the 
entry hall. Please fill out a visitor’s card in the pew holders and place it in the offertory plate. HOLY COMMUNION is 
open to all who confess their faith in Jesus and acknowledge Him to be Lord. Those unable to partake of wine are 
assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under the bread alone. 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
We begin worship confessing that we fall short of who God created us to be, and we ask God to forgive us. 

We pray for God's patience as we remember our baptism by making the sign of the cross. 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
PRELUDE: What A Friend We Have in Jesus                        Charles C. Converse 
 
 
ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pr In the name of the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Pr God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
 us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
 that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
 fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
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Pr Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
 we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
 loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
 as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
 on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
 in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
 name.  Amen. 
 
Pr God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
 made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
 name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
 you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
 through faith. 
C Amen. 
 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN: ELW 790: Day by Day, Your Mercies, Lord, Attend Me 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pr The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE: 
Pr Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God's
 kingdom. Lord have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
Pr Christ Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. 

Christ, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy. 
Pr Lord Jesus, you will come in glory with salvation for your people.  

Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE:  Glory Be to God in Heaven 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pr Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always 

ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care.  Inspire 
us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. We sit 

 
 

THE WORD 
We hear the word of God’s promise in Scripture and in preaching. This includes the readings, the sermon, hymns and 
the Apostles’ creed, prayers of intercession and the passing of the peace of Christ. “We will recount to generations to 

come the power of the Lord (Ps. 78:4).” 
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FIRST READING: GENESIS 32:22-31 
Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his 
brother’s birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with 
a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to 
“Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.” 
22 The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent 
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left 
alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he 
did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip 
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the 
day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So 
he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man 
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell 
me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God 
face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed 
Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks Be to God! 

 
 
PSALM 121 [spoken responsively] 
1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; from where is my | help to come? 

 2 My help comes | from the LORD, the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3 The LORD will not let your | foot be moved nor will the one who watches over   

   you | fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  

5 the LORD watches | over you; the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike | you by day, nor the | moon by night. 
 7 The LORD will preserve you | from all evil and will | keep your life. 
 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, from  

  this time forth for- | evermore.  
 
 
SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 3:14—4:5 
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger 
colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching 
despite opposition. 
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14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known 
sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may 
be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 
2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 
unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in 
teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 
teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be sober in everything, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks Be to God! We stand 
 
 
GOSPEL VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
Pr The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18th Chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord! (spoken boldly) 
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. 
Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an 
unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much 
more will God respond to those who call. 

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him 
and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but 
later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 
that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, 
“Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 
8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
Pr The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ! (spoken boldly) We sit 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 
 
SERMON   Where to find your second wind? PRAYER! 
    The Reverend Ron Philabaum 
 
 
We stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 517: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
After each portion of the prayers:  

Pr God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
Pr The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. We sit 
 
 

THE MEAL 
In the Word read and proclaimed, God speaks to us the word of Promise. In the Lord’s Supper it is a 

“visible word” of the invisible promise of which our founder Rev. Martin Luther speaks-God feeds us with 
the promise and presence of Christ Jesus. We begin with our own offerings from what God first gave us to 

use: money, bread and wine, praise and thanksgiving. 

 
 
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY: ELW 805 Lead On, O King Eternal 
 
 
OFFERTORY SONG:  We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Pr Let us pray. 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were 
gathered together to become one bread, so let your church be 
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gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  
Pr It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
 places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
 our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
 by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Pr You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy 
will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Amen. 
 

Pr Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. We sit 

 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
Pr Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. 
 Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. 

Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole. 
Come, old and young, for there is room for all. 
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COMMUNION MUSIC: Lamb of God 

 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC:  ELW 838: Beautiful Savior 
          ELW 515: Break Now the Bread of Life 

 
We stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
Pr The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
        you in his grace. 
C    Amen. 
 
Pr Let us pray. 
 God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 

us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

THE SENDING 
Our worship comes to a close. We have gathered as a body of believers, received instruction, nourished and 

commissioned to be Christ’s body in service to the world. We are now ready to go and proclaim the good news that 
has inspired us to authentically love all of God’s people as Jesus loves us. We pray that our expressions of love and 
service reflect who Jesus is in us. We give thanks that we get to come back together to celebrate freely this awesome 

God who loves us and forgives us, even when we mess up. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pr Almighty God: the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C    Amen. 
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FINAL HYMN: ELW 632: O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
   Stanzas 1-3, 6 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Pr Go in peace. Share the good news wherever you go! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
POSTLUDE: Lift High the Cross                                                    Sidney H. Nicholson 

 
Mr. Russ Burleson, piano 

 

 

Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 
How long must the widow still knock at the door? Along with this wretched Palestinian widow 
who has lost all her rights and protection, we may see many, many other petitioners coming: 
the hungry, the tortured, the homeless, the saints of the ages, and all those whose only prayer 
is their own existence in need. And how long must terrified Jacob wrestle with the angel, 
begging for blessing? The images are powerful because they mean to gather us in: our own 
sense of the unconsoled suffering around us cries out with the widow. But the texts are also 
full of promise. God does answer, more surely than does this self-assured judge. God does 
give the blessing. Our assembly on Sunday always gathers to remember that final merciful 
judgment, to hear it spoken in all its strength again, and to encourage each other to live on 
the grounds of that judgment even when it doesn’t appear to be effective in the world. Listen 
to the letter to Timothy. Continue, abide, dwell in what you have heard in this assembly and 
in the Sciptures. Hear the mercy of God in this world. —Gordon Lathrop 

 
 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Rae Davis 

 
 

Serving Today, October 19 
Lay Reader Brandon Miller 

Audio/Video The Williams Family 
Acolyte Charlotte Hutchens 

Communion Assistants Rod Davis, Wayne Addy, Pam Shear 

 

Serving Next Sunday, October 26 
Lay Reader Taylor Ann Fiber 

Audio/Video Rod Davis, Barry McCall 
Acolyte Caleb Williams 

Communion Assistants Tom Griffin, Carol Teal, Russ Burleson 
Altar Flowers Kay Shealy 
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Golden Agers Sunday – October 26 

Join us for worship and a meal immediately following. The main 
meat dish will be provided—please bring your favorite side dish 
and/or dessert to share. Don’t miss this special day of fellowship, 
food, and celebration of our cherished members. 

 

 

 

The Preschool and I would like to extend a heartfelt 

thank you to our wonderful church family for your generous 
donations of snacks, supplies and classroom gifts at the start 

of the school year.  Your kindness and support mean so much 
to our teachers and little learners - you help make our days 

brighter and our classrooms well-stocked with love!  If you 
would like to continue supporting this ministry, our Preschool 

Giving Tree is still available in the Narthex with opportunities 
to bless our classrooms in specific ways.  As a non-profit 

ministry, the preschool also gratefully accepts monetary 

donations at any time to help us continue serving our children and families.  We are also 
hoping to have church volunteers who would like to pop into classrooms throughout the year 

to be mystery readers for our children.  I know how much the children benefit from the love 
and care we all pour into them - and I guarantee you will leave with a smile because they are 

good for our souls as well!  Please email me at preschool@mthoreb.net or call the preschool 
at 803-345-6441 and leave a message that you would like to come read to a class and we 

will get a schedule set up with you and our teachers.  Thank you again for helping our 
youngest friends learn and grow in faith, love and joy! 
 

With Thanks and Blessings,  

Sherri Wessinger Derrick 

Preschool Director 

 

On behalf of the youth group, we want to extend our 

heartfelt thanks for your incredible support during our Labor 
Day Bake Sale. Your generosity, encouragement, and sweet 

tooth made the event a great success! We are excited to 
share that we raised $538, which has been donated to 

Lutheran Campus Ministries in South Carolina. Your support 
will help college students stay connected to their faith during 

a pivotal time in their lives, and we are so grateful to be part 

of that mission. Whether you baked, bought, donated, or 
simply stopped by with a kind word, your involvement truly 

made a difference. We’re blessed to be part of such a loving 
and supportive church community that stands with us and 

helps us serve others through faith! 
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You are invited to join us as we receive new members on November 2!  

Please inform the office of your desire to join this thriving ministry if 

you are not already on the list!   
 

 
Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church, West Columbia would like to invite you to Walking 

Together, Fostering Hope: Supporting Mental Health Awareness Across South Carolina, a 
one-day workshop on Saturday, Nov. 1, 10-2:00 p.m. Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m. Keynote 

speaker, Dennis Gillan, has a powerful and personal message and mission that brings clarity 
and hope. We will also have information from partners and agencies that provide support and 

resources. This event is free to attend, and lunch will be provided. Registration is 
required: https://scsynod.com/walking-together-fostering-hope/. 

 

       Be a Part of Mt. Horeb’s Leadership Team!        

Pastor Ron invites you to work with him on Congregational Council. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to share your gifts, ideas, and energy in shaping the ministry 
and mission of Mt. Horeb. You or someone you know are being called to make a 
great leader—we encourage you to add your name to the list of nominees. Please 
contact Laurie Schmidt, Cameron Prince, Travis Goodman, Katie Morgan, and sign 
up in the Welcome Center. 
 

 

 

You are invited to join us for a special 
service Sunday, October 26, 10:00 a.m. 

This is an exciting time of year for families and 
children! Join us as we pray for protection and 

fun for your children and families on Halloween. 
Experience the welcome of our faith community 

here at The Mount!  

 

 

Luthereaders meet Tuesday, October 21, 5:30 p.m.  
Join us in the fellowship hall for dinner and a review of 
the book, "The Music of Bees" by Eileen Garvin. Please 
notify Leigh Bebber 803-466-1976 so we can provide 
enough dinner for everyone!  

 

 

 

Join us for trunk or treat at The Mount! We’re inviting the 
entire community to come out for an evening of fun, fellowship, 
and sweet treats on Sunday, October 26, 4:30-6:30 p.m. To 
decorate a trunk, sign up on the sheet in the narthex. The 
congregation is invited to donate candy to help make this event 
extra sweet! 

https://scsynod.com/walking-together-fostering-hope/
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Our new T-shirts are available in the fellowship hall, 
and everyone should get one! There is no cost, just take 
one. If your size is not available, put your name and size 
on the signup sheet and we will order more! 

 

 

This week’s Gospel Message – Prayerful Perseverance 
 

How should we pray? What should we pray for? We might sometimes treat 
prayer like putting coins in a divine vending machine, and some rely on the 
story of the persistent widow to claim that God will indeed shower us with 
blessing if only we pray “enough.” Yet, despite fervent prayer, we don’t always 
get that job, the illness comes anyway, the doubts continue. If we take literally 
the claims of those who promise prosperity for God’s people, the condition of 
humanity suggests none of us has been persistent enough. Because, after all, 
life happens to all of us. 

In Jesus’ parable, the woman is not praying strictly for herself; rather, she is 
praying for justice. A better word may be “vengeance.” The persistent widow is 

coming to the judge and crying out, “Avenge me! Avenge me against my 
adversaries!” Her focus is laser-sharp, and she does not give in to distractions. 
She waits with fervent hope that there will come a day when the judge brings 
balance, restores what has been lost, and humbles those who have done wrong. 
The widow is asking for something much larger than her daily needs. She is 
pleading on behalf of the world. 

Like Jacob in Genesis 32, sometimes we wrestle with God, pleading for our own 
blessing. Our striving can feel overwhelming or even pointless. But Jesus invites 
us to focus and be persistent, to cry out to him day and night. 

Though our prayers are not always answered in the way we want or expect, we 

can count on God to keep promises. We can count on a day when we are all 
restored. We can count on a time when God will avenge all of us against the 
crushing force of death. We can hang our hope on the fact that God receives 
our persistence with love, patience, and grace. 
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This Week at a Glance 
SUN October 19 9:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Faith Formation Classes 

Worship & Holy Communion 
MON October 20 10:00 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. 

Visitation Team meeting 

Chapin Chirpers 
TUES October 21 5:30 p.m.  

6:30 p.m. 

LutheReaders 

Dutch Fork Choral Society 
WED October 22 10:00 a.m.   Fiber Friends 

 

Stay connected with everything happening at The Mount! 
Sign up for our weekly e-news at www.mthoreb.net and follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

 

Please keep the following in 

your prayers: 
Attendance  

last week 
Bulletin 

Financials 

Lois Bundrick 

Kevin Frick 

Aubrey & Mary Nell Metts 
Margaret Robinson 

Peggy Roche 
Patsy Shealy 

Bill Stockdell 
 
 

Can we pray for you? 
Visit mthoreb.net to submit  

a request.  Long term and 
friend/family requests are printed in 

the monthly newsletter. 

In-person: 101 
Online: 51 

 

  

 

 

 

OCTOBER 12 - MT. HOREB GIVING AND OUTREACH  

Altar Flowers 52.00 Debt Reduction 16.49 

Cemetery 241.20 Preschool 320.00 

Snack Pack 41.26   
 

Thank you for your generosity!  To give online,  

scan the QR code or visit mthoreb.net/donate. 
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Mt. Horeb Lutheran Church 
101 East Boundary Street, Chapin, SC  29036 

803-345-2000 – www.mthoreb.net 
 

To participate in God’s mission, this congregation as a part of the Church shall 
WORSHIP: Joyfully proclaim the Word of God 
LEARN: Dutifully study, teach and live the Word of God 
WITNESS: Boldly share the Word of God 
SERVE: Humbly and enthusiastically respond to the Word of God 
SUPPORT: Gladly give your time, talent and treasures motivated by the Word of God 

 
 
 

DISCIPLES: CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
All Members of Mt. Horeb OFFICERS 
 Vice Chair:  Katie Morgan 

SR. PASTOR: Secretary:  Cameron Prince 
Ron Philabaum Treasurer:  Lisa Smith 
pastorron@mthoreb.net  
 Members 

INTERIM PARISH MUSICIAN: Laurie Schmidt 
Dr. Bob Hawkins Travis Goodman 
 Cameron Prince 

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR: Diane Senn 
Sherri Derrick Tom Griffin 
preschool@mthoreb.net Greg Shealy 
 Sandra McKie 

TREASURER: Rod Davis 
Lisa Smith Lillie Free 
treasurer@mthoreb.net Furman Miller 
 Pam Pope 

ADMINISTRATOR:  
Jeannie Cox  
frontdesk@mthoreb.net  
 OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES: 

OUTREACH COORDINATOR: Rev. Hitoshi & Satoko Adachi 
Amanda Morris hitoshi.adachi@elca.org 
outreach@mthoreb.net satoko.adachi@elca.org 
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